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with two men, one of whom had made the former
voyage with him. During a month of navigation on
the lake of the Ilinois, he was tolerably well; but,
as soon as the snow Began to fall, he was again
seized with his bloody flux, which compelled him to
halt in the river which Leads to the Ilinois. It was
there that they constructed a Cabin in which to pass
the winter, amid such inconveniences that, his mala-
dy increasing more and more, he saw clearly that
God was granting to him the favor which he had
so many times besought from him; and he even told
his two Companions very plainly that he would
certainly die of that malady, and during that voyage.
Duly to prepare his soul, despite the severe indispo-
sition of his Body, he began this so severe winter
sojourn by the retreat of st. ignatius, which he per-
formed with every feeling of devotion, and many
Celestial Consolations; and then he passed the whole
of the remaining time in holding communion with
all Heaven,— having, in these deserts, no intercourse
with the earth except with his two Companions. He
Confessed them and administered Communion to
them twice in the week, and exhorted them as much
as his strength permitted him. A short time after
christmas, that he might obtain the favor of not
dying without having taken possession of his Dear
mission, he invited his Companions to make a novena
in honor of the immaculate conception of the blessed
virgin. His prayer was answered, against all human
probability; and, his health improving, he prepared
himself to go to the village of the Ilinois as soon as
navigation should open,— which he did with much
Joy, setting out for that place on the 2¢9th of march.
He spent eleven Days on the Way, during which time



